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a certain degree of reality. The ethical and aesthetic ideals, again, have 
more truth than the other aspects of human experience. 

The author's general standpoint leads him naturally to that view of 
ethics, which Professor James Seth has termed ' Eudsemonism.' The 
ethical end must satisfy all the elements of human nature ; self-realization 
must be realization of the whole self. Rationalism and Hedonism are 
equally one-sided and inadequate. The realization of their ideals would 
mean the "mutilation of human nature." 

It is impossible to give a more detailed account of the contents of this 
book. The author raises all the main questions in psychology, ethics, 
logic, aesthetics, epistemology, and ontology. Although the discussions are 
more or less disconnected, they are always interesting. Mr. Mellone's 
book may be welcomed as a clear and comprehensive survey of current 
problems. Its chief interest and significance lies in the fact that it is a mir- 
ror of recent English philosophy. 

David Irons. 

Elements of General Philosophy. By George Croom Robertson, late 
Grote Professor, University College, London. Edited by C. A. Foley 
Rhys Davids, M.A. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1896.— pp. 
xvi, 365. 

This is a collection of lectures which has been compiled from Croom 
Robertson's manuscripts and from the note-books of his students. The first 
seventeen lectures present an outline history of philosophy ; they consti- 
tuted an elementary course on ' ' General Philosophy or Epistemology. ' ' The 
remaining lectures, ten in number, were delivered to more advanced 
students. They are devoted chiefly to Rationalism and the Critical Phil- 
osophy. The volume is written from the empirical standpoint. One of its 
fundamental principles is that philosophy must be based on psychology. 
This, the author declares, is "the dominant idea in the thought of the 
present " (p. 356). The book is necessarily somewhat disjointed, and will 
be of more service to the teacher of philosophy than to the average student. 
As a manifesto of empiricism it has a special interest. 

David Irons. 

A Primer of Psychology. By Edward Bradford Titchener. New 

York, The Macmillan Co., 1898. — pp. 314. 

A Primer in any science is difficult to write. It must appeal to a variety 
of readers with all possible interests and preparation, or lack of it, for the 
pursuit of the subject ; it must be fairly comprehensive yet wisely selective ; 
it must be easily intelligible and yet not distort truth for ease of expression, 
or stultify effort by excessive talking down to an under-estimated popular 
level. In psychology the difficulty is still more serious by reason of the un- 
settled character of even fundamental positions, and the absence of long- 
established text-book traditions. A psychological Primer is apt to be a 



